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Discovering the Holy Land | March 9—19, 2018 

Dear Friends …  

We are happy to announce that we are going to lead a pilgrimage to the Holy Land during Spring 
Break 2018. Departing from Houston (Bush) International Airport (IAH), we will fly to Tel Aviv, Israel.  

During our time in the Holy Land, we will see and feel the dirt where Jesus walked. We will ride on 
the waters of the Sea of Galilee where Jesus calmed the storm and the Apostles fished. You will see 
the synagogue in Capernaum where Jesus taught and healed. In Jerusalem, the stories from the last 
week of Jesus’ earthly ministry will take on new meaning. Together, we will stand in the Garden of 
Gethsemane, in the Upper Room, and experience the traditional site of Jesus’ Crucifixion, Burial, and 
Resurrection. Throughout the trip, the sights, sounds, and smells of the Middle East will come alive. 
And daily mass we will celebrate the Holy Mass in the places where Christianity first came to life. At 
each stop on our pilgrimage, we will share with you the scriptures appropriate to that site and share 
with you the historical, cultural, and theological importance of each location.  

In conjunction with our highly-trained, professional Holy Land guide, Fr. Steve, who has traveled and 
led tours in Israel twice, and Fr. Scott, who has led four tours, will give you the great insights that will 
bring the Bible to life. This tour will be the ‘trip of a lifetime’ – to walk in the footsteps of the Lord and 
to celebrate the Holy Mass everyday where our Catholic faith began.  

Please join us on this pilgrimage … Your faith will be strengthened, renewed, and refreshed.  

In Christ …  

Fr. Steve Sellers, President-Pope @ Saint John XXIII Catholic Preparatory 

Fr. Scott Blick, Chaplain-Pope @ Saint John XXIII Catholic Preparatory 
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Itinerary at a Glance 

Date Activities City | Hotel 

March 9 Depart IAH > FRA NA 

March 10 Fly: FRA > TLV + Arrive Tel Aviv  Tel Aviv | Herods Tel Aviv 

March 11 Jaffa, Caesarea, Haifa, Nazareth, Cana Tiberias | Leonardo Club  

March 12 Tiberias: The Sea of Galilee  Tiberias | Leonardo Club  

March 13 Baptismal, Beit She’an, Mt. Tabor, Jerusalem Jerusalem | Olive Tree Hotel  

March 14 Temple Model, Ein Karem, Bethlehem  Jerusalem | Olive Tree Hotel  

March 15 The Old City of Jerusalem Jerusalem | Olive Tree Hotel  

March 16 Bethany, Masada, Qumran, The Dead Sea  Jerusalem | Olive Tree Hotel  

March 17 Mount of Olives, Gethsemane, Mt. Zion Jerusalem | Olive Tree Hotel  

March 18 Via Dolorosa, The Holy Sepulchre, Free Time to Explore  Jerusalem | Olive Tree Hotel  

March 19 Fly: Tel Aviv > Houston NA 
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Welcome to Israel!  

Nowhere on earth stirs up passion quite the way Israel does. Admiration at the breathtaking beauty 
of its natural features: The Dead Sea; green hills and valleys of the Israel National Trail and the 
multicolored canyon of Makhtesh Ramon. Religious devotion in the Jews, Christians and Muslims 
who come to visit the Holy Land's sacred sites – those on Jerusalem's Temple Mount are among the 
most revered in the world. And of course, fiery debate, as no one leaves Israel without encountering 
the often-confounding politics of the region. Of course, there are plenty of places to unwind too, not 
least the cafes, bars and beaches of cosmopolitan Tel Aviv or the boutique wineries of the Galilee 
region. One thing's for sure, spending time here never fails to challenge ideas and offer the most 
unexpected experiences. Spend much of your time in Jerusalem, holy to Christians, Jews, and 
Muslims. Jerusalem's Old City is one of the world's foremost pilgrimage destinations: A repository of 
sacred buildings and relics, it is a place where the oft-abused descriptor 'living history' really does 
apply – here you can walk in the footsteps of prophets, pray in buildings constructed by order of 
caliphs and kings, and overnight in hospices where Crusaders and cardinals have slumbered. The 
soundtrack is of church bells, the muezzin's call, and the shofar (ram's horn), and the streets smell of 
everything from church incense to the heady aromas of the spice souq (market). It's a sensory and 
spiritual experience unlike any other. There's plenty to see outside the Old City, too, including the 
hugely impressive Israel Museum and the powerful Yad Vashem Holocaust memorial. 
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Detailed Itinerary 

March 9 | Depart IAH > FRA 

Today, depart for your trip to the Holy Land!  

Flight Info: LH 441 | Departs IAH @ 4:10PM > Arrives FRA @ 8:45AM on March 10 
Overnight: Flight | Meals: None 

 
March 10 | Fly FRA > TLV + Welcome to Israel!  

Arrive into Frankfurt, Germany this morning at 8:45AM. After clearing immigration and customs, 
you’ll have the option to briefly visit one of the local churches in Frankfurt. Head back to the airport 
to catch your 2:00PM flight to Tel Aviv. Upon arrival in Tel Aviv, your group will be met by the VIP 
service who will help you with immigration and customs. You will then meet your guide who will 
accompany you throughout your time in the Holy Land. Afterward, check-in at the hotel.  

Mass @ the hotel.  

Flight Info: LH 694 | Departs FRA @ 2:00PM > Arrives TLV @ 7:10PM 
Overnight: Tel Aviv @ Herods Hotel | Meals: Dinner 

 
March 11 | Jaffa, Caesarea, Haifa, Nazareth, Cana 

This morning after breakfast, we’ll drive to the port city of Jaffa, the traditional home of Simon the 
Tanner. We will stop at the old town, now an artists’ colony. Next, we head to Caesarea, which was 
once the ancient capital of the Roman province. Here you view the impressive archaeological remains 
of the Roman and Byzantine city that once dominated the region. It was at Caesarea that Peter came 
to understand that the Good News was not for Jews only, but for the whole world. Here he baptized 
the Roman Centurion, Cornelius, and his family. It was from Caesarea that Paul set sail for Rome, an 
event that eventually brought Christianity to the World. Continue north to Haifa to visit Stella Maris, 
a Carmelite Monastery with the Madonna of Mt Carmel. After enjoying the view of the bay of Akko, 
drive to Nazareth, the site of Mary’s home and the town where Jesus lived as a child. At Nazareth, 
celebrate Mass in the Basilica of the Annunciation, and visit the Byzantine Church of St. Joseph and 
Mary’s Well. In the afternoon visit Cana, where Jesus performed His first miracle at the request of His 
mother. There, visit the Franciscan chapel where those who wish to can perform the renewal of their 
wedding vows. Continue to your hotel in Tiberias.  

Mass @ Basilica of the Annunciation OR St Joseph.  

Overnight: Tiberias @ Leonardo Club | Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 

 
March 12 | Tiberias: Sea of Galilee 

The day starts with a boat ride on the Sea of Galilee. Followed by a visit to the Mount of Beatitudes, 
scene of Jesus’ great Sermon on the Mount. Then to Tabgha, where Jesus fed the crowd of 5,000 
and onto the site known as “Peter’s Primacy.” Here, after His resurrection, Jesus met with His 
disciples and told Peter to “feed my lambs; feed my sheep.” A short drive away is Capernaum, from 
where Jesus launched his Ministry; see the synagogue which dates to the time of Jesus and the  
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Detailed Itinerary 

church built over the site of Peter’s home. Celebrate Mass in this special place. Enjoy a lunch of St 
Peter Fish, then in the afternoon drive up to Caesarea Philippi, where Jesus told St. Peter: “You are 
the Rock, and upon this rock I will build my Church.” Dinner at your hotel.  

Mass @ Capernaum. 

Overnight: Tiberias @ Leonardo Club | Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner  

 
March 13 | Jordan River, Beit She’an, Mt. Tabor, Jerusalem 

After breakfast, start the day by remembering the Baptism at the Jordan River. Stop at Gideon’s 
Spring where Gideon selected his soldiers to do battle with the Midianites. We then visit Beit She’an 
to see the ruins of one of the Roman cities of the Decapolis. Then drive to Mount Tabor, the site of 
the Transfiguration, with time to reflect on Christ’s Humanity and Divinity. Mass here will be a good 
preparation for the journey to Jerusalem where Jesus was to suffer the crucifixion and resurrection. 
On arrival in Jerusalem, check-in to your hotel for dinner and overnight.  

Mass at Mt Tabor.  

Overnight: Jerusalem @ Olive Tree Hotel | Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 
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Detailed Itinerary 

March 14 | The Temple Model, Ein Karem, Bethlehem 

Begin the day with a stop at the Israel Museum to visit the Second Temple scale model for an overview 
of Jerusalem as it was at the time of Jesus and to see the Shrine of the Book, where the Dead Sea 
Scrolls are housed. A short drive takes us to the village of Ein Karem, birthplace of John the Baptist, 
to visit the church that commemorates his memory. Pray the Mystery of the Rosary on the walk up 
the hill to the Church of the Visitation. After a break for lunch on our own drive to Bethlehem to see 
the cave at the Shepherds’ Field. The caves have soot marks of the fires that shepherds lit to keep 
warm while watching over their flocks. Then to Bethlehem, beginning at Manger Square which stands 
in front of one of the oldest of Christian churches, the Church of the Nativity. Enter the Church and 
down to the Grotto of the Nativity, which marks the spot of Jesus’ birth. Beneath the Altar, there is a 
silver star with the Latin inscription: HIC DE VIRGINE MARIA JESUS CHRISTUS NATUS (Here Jesus 
Christ was born to the Virgin Mary.) After Mass at the Church of St. Catherine, return to the hotel.  

Mass at Nativity.  

Overnight: Jerusalem @ Olive Tree Hotel | Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 
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Detailed Itinerary 

March 15 | Old City of Jerusalem 

This morning, stop at the Temple Mount to where Abraham sacrificed Isaac. View the Dome of the 
Rock and the Al-Aqsa Mosque. At the steps of the Southern Wall of the Temple Mount ponder the 
Presentation of Jesus at the Temple, the finding of Jesus at the Temple and the healing of the blind 
man at the Temple. See the Western Wall Visit the Davidson Centre where you can learn how daily 
life in Jerusalem in the time of Jesus, revolved around the Temple rituals. We then visit the Temple 
Institute where you will witness with your own eyes treasures that have not been seen for 2,000 years! 
70 reconstructed vessels of the Temple made from gold, silver and bronze have been created by top 
Israeli craftsmen according to the precise measurements dictated by the Sages. Amongst the vessels, 
you will see include the Menorah, the Table of Showbread, the Golden Altar, the High Priest 
garments, a marble and gold model of Herod's Temple, Helena's Chandelier and dozens of other 
vessels. Your visit to The Temple Treasures Exhibition includes a short film. We then stop at the 
Convent of Zion Sisters, formerly the Antonia Fortress, the huge cistern and the Lithostrotos 
(pavement) with its soldiers' games. End the day at to the Pool of Bethesda (where the angel ruffled 
the waters) and then on to St. Anne’s Church, known as the birthplace of Jesus’ mother Mary.  

Mass at St Anne’s. 

Overnight: Jerusalem @ Olive Tree Hotel | Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 

 
March 16 | Bethany, Masada, Qumran, The Dead Sea 

Start the day with a stop at Bethany, where He raised Lazarus from the dead. Celebrate Mass. Drive 
to Masada to see the fortress that Herod built. Here the Jewish zealots who rebelled against Roman 
rule held out for 2 years before deciding to commit suicide rather than enter slavery. Then drive up 
the Jordan Valley to Qumran where the Dead Sea Scrolls were found. Drive through the Judean 
Wilderness where Jesus spent 40 days fasting. here before returning to the hotel.  

Mass @ Bethany. 

Overnight: Jerusalem @ Olive Tree Hotel | Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 
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Detailed Itinerary 

March 17 | Jerusalem, Mount of Olives, Gethsemane, Mt. Zion 

From the Mount of Olives take in the panoramic view of Jerusalem visit the site of Ascension and 
Pater Nostre Church. Walking down the Palm Sunday Road stop at the beautiful little church, 
Dominus Flevit, meaning “The Lord wept.” It was here that Jesus wept over Jerusalem [Luke 19:41]. 
At Gethsemane, reflect on Jesus’ final night. The Garden contains trees, the roots of which go back 
to the time of Jesus. Visit the Church of All Nations to pray at the “Rock of Agony,” a section of 
bedrock identified as the place where Jesus prayed alone in the garden on the night of His arrest. 

From there, take the route through the Kidron Valley along which Jesus was taken as a prisoner to 
the house of the High Priest Caiaphas where He was interrogated and imprisoned. Now called Peter 
in Gallicantu (“crowing rooster”), this beautiful Church also commemorates Peter’s Denial of Christ, 
his repentance and then being forgiven by Jesus. We then go up to Mt. Zion to visit the Upper Room, 
commemorating the Last Supper. Nearby is the Benedictine Church of the Dormition. End the day at 
the Garden Tomb, a beautiful place to reflect on the Resurrection.  

Mass @ Dominus Flevit OR Gethsemane.  

Overnight: Jerusalem @ Olive Tree Hotel | Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 
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Detailed Itinerary 

March 18 | Via Dolorosa, Church of the Holy Sepulchre + Free Time to Explore 

Early this morning we walk the Via Dolorosa (The Way of the Cross) and the Stations of the Cross 
which lead through the markets of the Old City to the Church of the Holy Sepulchre. Here is the site 
of Calvary and the Tomb of Christ. Return to the hotel for a late breakfast and a free day to explore 
Jerusalem on your own. Mass in the Church of the Holy Sepulchre. 

Overnight: Jerusalem @ Olive Tree Hotel | Meals: Breakfast, Dinner 

 
March 19 | Depart Israel + Welcome Home!  

Early this morning, you will be transferred to Tel Aviv Airport for your return flight to the United States.  

Overnight: None | Meals: Breakfast 

Flight Info:  LH 699 | Departs TLV @ 6:50AM > Arrives FRA @ 10:30AM 

  LH 7601 | Departs FRA @ 1:50PM > Arrives IAH @ 7:10PM 

End of Services 
__ 
 
Please Note: The above itinerary is intended for illustrative purposes. The sequence and timing of 
visits to sites each day may change because of local conditions, such as traffic, local feast, road 
closures and congestion. The time and location of Mass each day is subject to local church schedules 
and may be changed to a location and time of day than that listed in the itinerary.  
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Accommodations & Lodging 

Tel Aviv | Herods Tel Aviv | 1 Night | March 10—11, 2018  

Set alongside Tel Aviv’s stunning Mediterranean shoreline, the Herods Tel Aviv hotel takes its 
inspiration from Tel Aviv’s stylish Bauhaus past. The hotel also offers the very best in terms of 
pampering amenities and five-star hospitality, not to mention a superb beach location. The Herods 
Tel Aviv hotel was designed by renowned architect Yoav Igra and invites guests to immerse 
themselves in a magical atmosphere reminiscent of Tel Aviv’s 1930s White City days. The attention 
to detail is outstanding, from the furnishings, décor, and artwork to a nostalgic boulevard lined with 
orange and eucalyptus trees. Authentic street signs and lights guide guests around the hotel, and in 
the lobby the spirit of the deco period is encapsulated in the music from an old music machine that 
plays daily. Very few hotels in Tel Aviv can match the Herods Tel Aviv when it comes to its remarkable, 
captivating interiors. Herods Tel Aviv also offers superior, unrivalled comforts and facilities along with 
famously high standards of service. Guests have an exclusive spa at their disposal, and can enjoy 
gourmet dining while fabulous Mediterranean Sea views are accessible from every room and suite.  

Tiberias | Leonardo Club | 2 Nights | March 11—13, 2018 

Enjoy a revitalizing and fascinating break at the Sea of Galilee. The Leonardo Tiberias hotel is situated 
right across from the Sea of Galilee, making it the ideal location for an exciting sightseeing break. 
With both the upper and lower Galilee easily accessible, guests can tour the many religious sites, 
relax on nearby beaches, as well as enjoy the many attractions in the vibrant city of Tiberias. Leonardo 
Tiberias has all bases covered when it comes to comfort and facilities. Just as importantly, the hotel 
is positioned in a natural green expanse, enabling guests to get up close to nature during a stay. There 
are also tranquil beaches near the hotel where guests can enjoy a relaxing day sunbathing or indulge 
in a variety of exciting watersports. Nature lovers will welcome the availability of free bike hire, while 
the intimate hotel atmosphere offers a relaxing retreat after a day of hiking, walking or visiting local 
attractions. Rooms are modest and spacious, providing ideal accommodation for those traveling in 
groups or for larger families, while some feature views over the beautiful blue Kinneret. The hotel 
offers everything required for a comfortable vacation and is especially well regarded for the high level 
of unpretentious, attentive service provided to all guests. 

Jerusalem | Olive Tree Hotel | 6 Nights | March 13—19, 2018  

The Olive Tree Hotel is located in Jerusalem's beautiful American Colony neighborhood and is 
adjacent to Jerusalem's Old City and many of the city's holy sites. The Olive Tree prides itself on 
providing their guests with first class accommodations in a warm and inviting atmosphere. This newly 
renovated hotel was built around an ancient olive tree. Legend has it that the olive tree provided 
shade for caravans of pilgrims just before they entered the Holy City of Jerusalem. There are those 
who claim that to this very day as you relax in the hotel's Tree Garden Café, you can still hear the 
strings of King David's harp serenading pilgrims. Along with the unique historical aspects of this hotel, 
they pride themselves on being one of the most technologically advanced hotel properties in the 
country, with the most up to date internet technology installed throughout the hotel. Hotel 
guestrooms are outfitted with a Hotel IPTV innovative technological TV and entertainment system, 
and guests can enjoy making free international telephone calls to over 50 countries worldwide from 
the comfort of their room. Free high speed WIFI is available in all hotel public areas and guestrooms. 
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Flight Information 

Date Depart Arrive Flight # | Time 

9 March IAH @ 4:10PM FRA @ 8:45AM (on March 10) Lufthansa 441 | 9h35m 

10 March FRA @ 2:00PM TLV @ 7:10PM  Lufthansa 694 | 4h10m 

19 March TLV @ 6:50AM FRA @ 10:30AM Lufthansa 699 | 4h40m 

19 March FRA @ 1:50PM IAH @ 7:10PM Lufthansa 7601 | 11h20m 

 

Inclusions 

What Is Included 

• International flights throughout the trip 
• Meet & Assist upon arrival in Tel Aviv 
• Transfers to/from the Tel Aviv Airport  
• 1 Night in Tel Aviv @ Herods Tel Aviv 
• 2 Nights in Tiberias @ Leonardos Club 
• 6 Nights in Jerusalem @ Olive Tree Hotel 
• Breakfast, lunch, and dinner as listed above 
• Local wines and mineral water at dinners 
• All transportation via deluxe motor coach 
• All activities and experiences as described above 
• All guiding and entrance fees throughout 
• Expert English-speaking guide throughout 
• All airport and hotel porterage fees 
• All tips for drivers, guides, hotel staff, porters, and restaurants 
• Departure Assistance in Tel Aviv 

 
What Is Not Included 

• Meals not listed on the itinerary 
• Items of a personal nature + souvenirs 
• Tips & gratuities for guides / staff 
• Travel Insurance > Strongly Recommended! 
• Any additional expenses not listed above 

 

Price: $3,750 per person (based on double occupancy) 

Single Supplement: $795/pp | Deposit Due: $900/pp 

Travel insurance is not included but is strongly recommended. Please contact us to learn more 
about why you should consider purchasing travel insurance.  
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Legal Information  

Cancellations by You & Refunds 

Cancellation penalties imposed by Nomad Hill’s suppliers are per person for land tour arrangements. To cancel your booking, you must 
send written notice to us by email at: travel@nomadhill.com. The following cancellation terms apply effective as of the date Nomad 
Hill receives written notice of cancellation: 

Days Prior to Departure: Penalty 

• More than 90 days prior to departure date: 30% of trip price 
• 90—61 days prior to departure date: 50% of trip price 
• 60 days or fewer prior to departure date: 100% of trip price 

No refunds will be provided for any unused portion of a tour once the tour begins, including if you leave a tour for any reason or are 
removed from a tour. There are no exceptions to this cancellation and refund policy, including for reasons related to weather, terrorism, 
civil strife, personal, family or medical emergencies or any other circumstances beyond our control. You will not be reimbursed for any 
personal expenses such as airfare, hotel, or other travel expenses due to changes in itineraries or tour cancellations. For this reason, 
we strongly encourage you to purchase trip cancellation and interruption insurance. 

 
Cancellations or Changes by Us & Flexibility 

We reserve the right to cancel, change, or modify any tour without prior notice for the safety and/or comfort of clients. You 
acknowledge that any aspect of your trip and itinerary may change without prior notice due to local circumstances or events, which 
may include mechanical breakdown, flight cancellations, illness, strikes, political disputes, weather, and other unforeseeable factors. 
If, prior to departure, we make a significant change because of a problem with a supplier, we will notify you of available alternatives as 
soon as reasonably possible. Any changes may require a supplemental payment from you or result in a refund less any cancellation fees 
and nonrefundable deposits. If we cancel, which is rare, a refund check will be issued to you less any airline ticket cancellation fees 
and nonrefundable deposits paid to local suppliers. This refund will constitute full settlement of claims you may have arising out of our 
cancellation. No refunds under this paragraph will be provided due to cancellations or changes due to Force Majeure. You will not be 
reimbursed for any personal expenses such as airfare, hotel, or other travel expenses due to changes in itineraries or trip cancellations. 

 
Force Majeure 

Nomad Hill will not be deemed in breach of this agreement or otherwise liable to you, by reason of delay in performance or 
nonperformance of any of its obligations under this agreement to the extent that any such delay or nonperformance is due to any Force 
Majeure. “Force Majeure” means any circumstances beyond the reasonable control of Nomad Hill, including without limitation acts of 
God, terrorist activities, insurrection, explosion, flood, tempest, forceful wind, fire or accident, war or threat of war declared or 
undeclared, sabotage, civil disturbance, labor strikes, requisition, sickness, quarantine, government intervention, weather conditions, 
and unforeseen circumstances. If Nomad Hill and/or any of its suppliers are affected by Force Majeure, they shall be entitled to, and 
may in their sole discretion, vary or cancel any itinerary or arrangement in relation to the tour. Regarding civil unrest, once Nomad Hill 
has investigated the prevailing situation, as it deems fit, it shall remain in Nomad Hill’s sole and absolute discretion whether to proceed 
with the tour. 

 
Nomad Hill is a Registered Seller of Travel 

Nomad Hill is a DBA of Fitzgerald & Jones, LLC and is a registered California Seller of Travel (CST 2127539-50). California law requires 
certain sellers of travel to have a trust account or bond. Nomad Hill has a bond issued by SuretyBonds.com in the amount of $20,000. 
This Seller of Travel is not a participant in the California Travel Consumer Restitution Fund. Disclosure Under California Seller of Travel 
Law: Upon cancellation of the transportation or travel services, where the passenger is not at fault and has not canceled in violation of 
any terms and conditions previously clearly and conspicuously disclosed and agreed to by the passenger, all sums paid to the seller of 
travel for services not provided will be promptly paid to the passenger, unless the passenger advises the seller of travel in writing, after 
cancellation. This provision does not apply where we have remitted the payment to another registered wholesale seller of travel or a 
carrier, without obtaining a refund, and where the wholesaler or provider defaults in providing the agreed-upon transportation or 
service. In this situation, we will provide you with a written statement accompanied by bank records establishing the disbursement of 
the payment, and if disbursed to a wholesale seller of travel, proof of current registration of that wholesaler. 

Nomad Hill is a registered Iowa Seller of Travel (#1346) pursuant to Iowa Code Chapter 9D and is hereby registered on the records of 
the Secretary of State of Iowa as a travel company doing business in Iowa.  
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 Contact Information  
 

Nomad Hill        Michael Bennett, Ed.D. 

Travel@NomadHill.com      Michael@NomadHill.com   
1810 First Oaks Street | Suite #120    +1 (713) 481-7222 (ext. 7007) 
Richmond, TX USA 77406      +1 (310) 804-8399 (m)   
Main: +1 (713) 481-7222  

 
Emergency Phone:       

+1 (832) 449-8352  
 
Nomad Hill is a DBA of Fitzgerald & Jones, LLC 


