
Discover South Africa: 
A Wildlife, Wine, & Cultural Exploration

11 Days | 10 Nights

Ideal For:

All Travelers 

Travel Dates:

Year Round
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Your Itinerary at a Glance

Date Activities Location | Accommodations
Day 1 Welcome to South Africa! Kruger NP | Royal Malawane

Day 2 Day on Safari: Game Drives & Bush Walks! Kruger NP | Royal Malawane

Day 3 Day on Safari: Game Drives & Bush Walks! Kruger NP | Royal Malawane

Day 4 Fly to Cape Town + Transfer to Birkenhead House Hermanus | Birkenhead House

Day 5 Shark Cage Diving + Fat Biking Adventure Hermanus | Birkenhead House

Day 6 Morning Free + Transfer to La Residence Franschhoek | La Residence

Day 7 Private Adventure: The Grape Escape Winelands Tour Franschhoek | La Residence

Day 8 Transfer to Cape Town + Afternoon Free to Explore Cape Town | The Silo 

Day 9 CPT Urban Exploration + Robben Island Expedition Cape Town | The Silo 

Day 10 Cape Point & Peninsula Adventure Cape Town | The Silo 

Day 11 Say Goodbye to South Africa! None | None

Welcome to South Africa!

Black-maned lions framed against Kalahari dunes; powdery beaches lapped by two oceans; star-studded 
desert skies; jagged, lush mountains – this truly is a country of astounding diversity. South Africa's ever-
changing scenery is the perfect canvas on which to paint an activity-packed trip. Try rock-climbing in the 
craggy Cederberg, surfing off the Eastern Cape coast, abseiling from Cape Town's iconic Table Mountain or 
bungee jumping from a Garden Route bridge. If adrenaline sports aren't your thing, opt instead for a hike: 
options include multi-day treks through wildlife reserves, dusty day walks in the semi-desert Karoo, catered 
"slackpacking" trails along the Cape coast or an overnight hike into the peaks of the Drakensberg Mountains. 
Not far away, the Winelands region offers delectable restaurants with wines to match.
South Africa is one of the continent's best safari destinations, offering the Big Five (lion, leopard, buffalo, 
elephant, and rhino) and more in accessible parks and reserves. You can drive right into the epic wilderness 
at Kruger, Kgalagadi, and other parks, or join khaki-clad rangers on guided drives and walks. But it's not all 
about big game sightings – wildlife watching here also teaches you to enjoy the little things: a leopard tortoise 
ambling alongside the road, a go-away bird chirping its distinctive chant in the trees, or on the coast, an 
encounter with seals, whales or a great white shark.
To visit South Africa without learning about its tumultuous history is to miss a crucial part of the country's 
identity. Museum visits, many of which include exhibits on the apartheid era, might not be lighthearted, but 
will help you to understand the very fabric of South African society and to appreciate how far the country has 
come. Continue your history lesson with a visit to one of the townships, taking time to chat to learn that 
despite a heart-wrenching past, there is great pride here, and an immense sense of promise for the future.
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Detailed Itinerary

Day 1 | Welcome to South Africa!
Upon arrival at Johannesburg’s OR Tambo International Airport (JNB), you will be warmly welcomed and 
assisted onto your scheduled flight to Royal Malewane. You will spend the next 3 nights here on a fully 
inclusive basis as you explore the Big Five (elephants, lions, leopards, rhinos, and buffalo) through game 
drives and bush walks. 

Overnight @ Royal Malewane | Meals: All-Inclusive 
 
Days 2—3 | Day on Safari: Game Drives & Bush Walks
The Kruger National Park is the largest game reserve in South Africa and one of the world’s biggest wildlife 
sanctuaries. Approximately the same size as Israel or Wales, it covers some 19,485-square kilometers 
offering a rich diversity of ecosystems that support over 145 mammal species including the Big 5 and over 
500 bird species. The untamed environment stirs deep emotions. Visitors experience meaningful and often 
life changing encounters with wildlife replacing bustling city life with the tranquil sounds and splendor of 
nature. Time slows down as your body adjusts to the natural rhythms of the African bush.
In this stunning environment is Royal Malewane. From expert rangers and trackers to specialist photographic 
safaris, Royal Malewane offers a classical safari experience where nature is paramount. With over 130 
mammal species and over 300 bird species, Royal Malewane delivers an unrivaled wildlife experience 
incorporating all creatures great and small as well as the incredible plant life that plays such a vital role in 
maintaining a healthy ecosystem.
On most private safaris in Southern Africa, guests are guided on specialized Land Rovers by a ranger who 
drives the vehicle and by a tracker who sits on an especially precarious seat at the front of the bonnet. The 
tracker’s job is to find elusive wildlife. To notice and interpret nature’s subtle clues through acutely honed 
senses while the ranger engages with the guests and ensures safe passage. There is no bond stronger than 
the indelible and intuitive connection between a ranger and a tracker. Wild adventures, unique encounters 
and proud achievements punctuate their derring-do filled days. Watch our video below which explains more 
about the unique qualifications that our team has and how that impacts on the guest experience.
Royal Malewane has the most qualified guiding team in Africa. Our team consists of career guides who strive 
for excellence and are passionate about the African bush. All the game rangers at Royal Malewane hold the 
highest FGASA qualifications as well as advanced rifle handling certificates. These qualifications ensure 
guests an exceptional game experience – not only while on game drive, but also on foot. Our greatest priority 
is guest safety. All our guides and trackers receive ongoing, on-site wilderness emergency training from 
experts in the field. The guiding team has over 300 years of African bush experience between them.
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Detailed Itinerary

 
Day 4 | Fly to Cape Town + Transfer to Birkenhead House
Today, you will be transferred to the airstrip for your flight to Nelspruit Airport. Here you will board your 
scheduled flight to Cape Town. Upon arrival in Cape Town, you will be warmly welcomed and transferred to 
Birkenhead House where you will overnight for the next two nights on a fully-inclusive basis. The rest of the 
day at your leisure to relax or explore. 
Overnight @ Birkenhead House | Meals: All-Inclusive 

 
Day 5 | Shark Cage Diving + Fat Biking Adventure
A day of contrasts, beginning by getting close and personal with the Great White Sharks in Gansbaai before 
spending the afternoon choosing between exploring the Hemel-en-Aarde Valley or exploring the sand dunes 
of De Kelders on to wheeled Fat Bikes.
Shark Diving | Marine Dynamics
The extreme adventure of diving with Great White sharks is a must-do while in Cape Town. We use the very 
best and conservation-minded Marine Dynamics, based in Gansbaai. From the safety of their specially 
constructed dive cages, you’ll immerse yourself in aptly named Shark Alley – famous for having the best 
shark viewing in the world. Seal Island, a short distance from the harbor, supports a thriving population of 
Cape Fur Seals. This abundance of prey ensures that your chances of seeing several sharks are pretty much 
guaranteed, and the sheer thrill of a Great White passing within touching distance must rate top of any 
adrenalin junkie’s wish list.
Fat Bike the Sand Dunes
Once we are down near sea level (making it easy for all) We will make our way along the 4x4 trail getting 
used to the 4.7-inch fat tires before getting to the main Die Plat beach and ride along Walker Bay. We can 
rest along the way as this is not a race and just for pure enjoyment and to take in the sights as well as 
enjoying the sensation of riding on sand without getting stuck. When we reach the end of the 4x4 trail we will 
get pure white beach which stretches all the way to Hermanus. 
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Detailed Itinerary

We can then decide between us how far we want to go and this will depend on your comfort on the bikes as 
well as weather and beach conditions. Along the ride we will have plenty of opportunities to stop, rest and 
take photos and if lucky we will find the odd seal taking a nap on the rocks or surfing in the waves. During 
Whale season, we can keep our eyes peeled for Whales and it is common to see Dolphins in the summer 
months. If we are lucky we may even see a Great White Shark.
Explore the Hemel-en-Aarde Valley
This is a day of contrasts – a brief cliff walk starts us off in Hermanus to search for whales, depending on the 
season. Next, we head inland to the Hemel-en-Aarde Valley close by. Step into a different world far from the 
sprawling seaside towns along Walker Bay, and visit some of the fifteen wineries borne out of passion for 
producing premium wines in carefully sustained vineyards. This valley draws wine lovers from around the 
globe, and rightly so. Add to this the pristine Atlantic shores, towering mountain ranges behind, rolling fynbos-
clad hills and you’re guaranteed to find that the Hermanus Wine Route is well worth exploring.

Overnight @ Birkenhead House | Meals: All-Inclusive 
 
Day 6 | Morning Free + Transfer to La Residence
Today you will be collected and transferred to La Residence, you will spend two nights in the beautiful 
Winelands region of South Africa just outside of Cape Town.
Overnight @ La Residence | Meals: Breakfast
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Detailed Itinerary
 
Day 7 | Private Adventure: The Grape Escape Winelands Tour
Begin the day exploring Franschhoek choosing between either hiking above the Franschhoek Pass on the 
Uitkyk Tral or exploring on two wheels, cycling the trails through numerous vineyards as we explore the area 
from a new perspective. We will stop to visit Glenwood Wines, developed from scratch over the last 30 years 
where we will enjoy a Cellar Tour. Having explored the area extensively on two wheels, we will decide upon 
either enjoying a Wild Picnic on their estate, or rather head into the Heart of Franschhoek to enjoy Lunch and 
a Beer Tasting at the local Tuk Tuk Brewery. In the late afternoon, enjoy a further two tastings, with your guide 
giving you an overview of the varying wine farms to choose from.
Choose between Hiking or Biking:
Franschhoek Mountain Biking
There is no better way to explore the valley than on a bike. Breathe in the fragrances and take pleasure in the 
incredible scenery as you cycle around, sampling local cuisine and wine. This unique experience calls you to 
explore Franschhoek from a unique perspective away from the usual tourist crowds.
Hiking the Uitkyk Trail
Mont Rochelle Nature Reserve is part of the declared Cape Winelands Biosphere Reserve and is situated in 
the Franschhoek Mountains. The reserve offers spectacular views of the Franschhoek Valley and a diverse 
array of Fynbos Flora and Fauna. It also boasts well-maintained hiking trails. The Uitkyk Trail is a well-
marked and popular linear trail (inward bound and outward bound along the same footpath) includes the 
sector from the main gate to Breakfast Rock. Once past Breakfast Rock the trail mostly follows the westerly 
valley slope of the Perdekloof stream.
Wine Tasting @ Glenwood Wines
Glenwood Wines is a relative newcomer to the more established vineyards in the Cape Winelands, having 
been started from scratch about three decades ago. Here, in this area of outstanding local beauty, with the 
historic Franschhoek Valley nearby, enjoy a relaxed tasting session and take in the splendid views across the 
valleys and fynbos-rich mountain slopes. You’ll see why Glenwood is now rated as one of South Africa’s top 
producers, with a range of award-winning wines exported worldwide.
Afternoon Wine Tasting: Choose between two of the following estates 
Muratie Wine Estate
Situated in the stunning Knorhoek Valley near Stellenbosch, Muratie was established in 1685, making it one 
of South Africa’s oldest. A visit to the historic cobweb-strewn cellars and tasting rooms gives a feel of the 
character from centuries ago, where little has changed and the ancient cellar walls are still hung with original 
artworks. This family-owned estate is rightly proud of its heritage, and consistently produces superb wines in 
magical surroundings.
DeMorgenzon Wines
On the striking mountain slopes that rise above Cape Town, DeMorgenzon Wines has a rather unique 
growing technique – Baroque music is piped through the vineyards, as their winemakers strongly believe that 
this has a positive influence throughout the ripening process. The power of music in this dramatic mountain 
setting clearly works, and the distinctive fruity wines for which DeMorgenzon is renowned are amongst the 
finest in South Africa. Enjoy a wine tasting session in this remarkable vineyard, with wildflowers planted 
between the vines, and inspiring views over the distant mountains across False Bay.
Kanonkop Wine Estate
Kanonkop Estate has been described as the South African equivalent of a Premier Cru or First Growth. 
International awards accumulated over more than a decade have gone a long way to substantiate these 
claims. 
Overnight @ La Residence | Meals: Breakfast, Lunch 
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Detailed Itinerary

Day 8 | Transfer to Cape Town + Afternoon Free to Explore
Today you will be collected at La Residence and driven to Cape Town for your 3-night stay at The Silo Hotel. 
The rest of the day at your leisure to explore Cape Town. 
Overnight @ The Silo | Meals: Breakfast 

 
Day 9 | Cape Town Urban Exploration + Robben Island Expedition
A day of contrasts beginning by hiking Lion’s Head, taking in the 360 views of the City and ending exploring 
Robben Island. We begin by ‘finding Wally’ – a hidden cave only known to locals located on Lion’s Head, 
offering stunning views across to Table Mountain. The afternoon will be spent exploring Robben Island. Whilst 
on the island we will enjoy a Private Tour, ending with visiting the cells with an ex-political prisoner.

Hike Wally's Cave @ Lions Head
Named after Wally Struthers, a decorated scout who used to build up water pools in sheltered caves in and 
around Table Mountain, Wally’s Cave on Lions Head is an easy to reach but little known cave which boasts 
one of the most incredible views of the city, with Table Bay on the one side, and the scenic Atlantic Ocean 
coastline on the other.

Explore Cultural Cape Town + Discover the Colorful Bo-Kaap
We will walk the City, exploring the, squares, street markets, coffee shops while learning about the history of 
the Cape in a fun and engaging way. In the heart of Cape Town is the brightly colored and fascinating Muslim 
neighborhood of the Bo-Kaap. We hike along the cobblestone streets of this lively suburb and hear about the 
history of this unique area, which dates back as far as the seventeenth century. Along the way we’ll pass 
ornate mosques, beautiful shrines, and experience Bo-Kaap life at its vibrant best. 
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Detailed Itinerary

Lunch @ Charango Restaurant Bree Street
The new gem on the Bree Street Block, Charango is overseen by talented Head Chef Kieran Whyte and 
serves an innovative menu focusing on textures and depth of flavor, incorporating native vegetables, fruit and 
fish with the aim of encouraging diners to discover interesting new taste combinations. The menu is designed 
for sharing with most dishes served as finger food, in small piqueos dishes, best described as Peruvian 
tapas.

Explore the V&A Waterfront
There is so much more to the V&A than shopping. Our adventure will start on foot as we take an urban 
ramble via the more fascinating Waterfront landmarks.

Robben Island Boat Trip + Robben Island Guided Tour
Your guide will help make the incredible story come alive whilst travelling to the island. En route, you will view 
Cape Town from an entirely new perspective with your guide pointing out landmarks that will otherwise go 
unnoticed. When on Robben island you will enjoy the scheduled Island tour and have the opportunity to 
engage with staff, majority of which were prisoners themselves. Hear the incredible story of one prisoner who 
became South Africa's first democratically elected President.
Overnight @ The Silo | Meals: Breakfast, Lunch 

Day 10 | Cape Point & Peninsula Adventure
Cape Town visits should naturally include iconic Table Mountain and a must-do exploration of the Peninsula 
in the far south. We’ll do this a little differently than the usual quick zip past the crowded tourist spots, and 
instead take a series of short hikes to get the best of this beautiful region. Our tour begins at Kalk Bay, best 
known for its working fishing harbor and bohemian feel. Browse the arts and crafts on offer, perhaps do a bit 
of shopping in the quirky fashion boutiques and enjoy the antiques and collectables along the main strip. 
Next, we’ll head over to Simon’s Town to search for our own rogue penguins – a splinter colony far from the 
crowded boardwalks over the main breeding site, on a secret beach known only to locals. Your guide will tell 
you more about the rich history surrounding this naval town, the museums and monuments provide plenty of 
insight into this historical harbor town. We will continue towards the peninsula reserve stopping to enjoy a 
Wild Picnic, before spending the remainder of the afternoon in the Cape Point Reserve. In the reserve, we 
will enjoy a gentle hike exploring secluded beaches, shipwrecks and this region’s unique wildlife. The return 
journey weaves back to Cape Town via Noordhoek, stopping for some superb wine tasting at Cape Point 
Vineyards, producer of some of South Africa’s finest Sauvignon Blanc.

Explore Kalk Bay Harbor
Kalk Bay is a fishing town much loved for its bohemian feel, quirky shops, great restaurants, and the harbor. 
Watch the boats coming in and out with seals alongside and pods of dolphins cruising past. In whale season, 
look out for them in the bay; if you enjoy fishing, try your luck off the harbor wall where the locals surely keep 
you entertained.

Explore Simon's Town Penguin Beaches (Optional SUP)
Simon’s Town is world famous for its penguin colonies, and during peak season, this wonderful harbor town 
draws visitors from all over. We’ll leave the crowded wooden walkways which lead through the main penguin 
colony, and head off to find our own rogue penguins on one of two secret beaches nearby, where helpful 
locals have removed the signs to keep the masses away. If we’re feeling brave we’ll snorkel in rock pools the 
size of swimming pools, paddle our SUPs, and do our own penguin watching in unique style.
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Detailed Itinerary

Hike Cape Point | Shipwrecks, Whales, White Sand, and Wildlife
The beauty of this hike lies in the fact that most visitors remain at the tourist center at Cape Point, and 
seldom venture beyond. Once we’ve had a good look around, a swift ride on the aptly-named Flying 
Dutchman funicular takes us up to the Cape Point Lighthouse - fascinating history, and a vital landmark of 
this most south-western point of Africa. Next is a gentle hike in the reserve, which falls within the greater 
Table Mountain National Park, to look out for the Cape Five – ostrich, baboons, mountain zebra, bontebok, 
and tortoises. Our search for wildlife will lead us to shipwrecks on deserted beaches, sheltered coves, and 
the sheer bliss of wild places far from the crowds.

Early Evening Sundowners @ Cape Point Vineyards
A typical Capetonian tradition generally involves having a drink in hand, whether it’s an iced tea or a fine 
glass of wine. Cape Point Vineyards is the perfect sundowner spot with some of the best Atlantic views 
anywhere, and rolling lawns just perfect for a glass or two of the locally produced Sauvignon Blanc. You may 
like to explore the vineyards with our guides and then round off the day with a special bottle.

Explore Chapman’s Peak Drive
This ribbon of coastal road is rightly known as one the most scenic drives in the world. We’ll follow the tar 
around the shoulder of Chapman’s Peak which rises above on one side, and plunges way down to the rocky 
shores far below. Chapman’s Peak Drive links the village of Noordhoek down in the valley with Hout Bay 
literally around the corner, and the trip back to your hotel is quite possibly one of the most beautiful drives 
you’ll ever experience.
Overnight @ The Silo | Meals: Breakfast, Lunch 

 
Day 11 | Say Goodbye to South Africa!
You will be collected at The Silo Hotel and transferred to Cape Town International Airport for your outbound 
flight.
Overnight None | Meals: Breakfast 

End of Services



Page | �10

Accommodations & Lodging

Kruger National Park | Royal Malawane
Royal Malewane is a luxury safari lodge in South Africa’s Greater Kruger National Park that exudes the 
romance and beauty of a bygone age while offering every modern comfort and convenience. The classic 
safari experience is unsurpassed with unrivaled game viewing and the most qualified guiding team in Africa. 
Your exclusive adventure will provide detailed insights into the complex and fascinating ecosystems of the 
South African bushveld. Your guides and trackers will bring you thrillingly close to the Big Five; indulge in 
sensual treatments at our tranquil Waters of Royal Malewane Bush Spa and let the passion of our chefs 
delight you with nightly feasts under the African stars. The lodge is easily accessible by air and road and is 
located in Thornybush Private Game Reserve on the Western Border of The Greater Kruger National Park.

Hermanus | Birkenhead House
With its exhilarating cliff-top position overlooking the whale watching paradise of Walker Bay, Birkenhead 
House in Hermanus provides luxury hotel accommodation for those seeking an extraordinary coastal 
experience. Watch surfers carving through the waves and, for several months each year, witness Southern 
Right and Humpback Whales breaching just meters from the shore. The hotel’s contemporary décor is an 
artful mix of beach-house and quirky opulence. While Birkenhead House is a five-star hotel with all the 
services and amenities that you would expect, the hotel is characterized by a laid back and easy-going 
atmosphere. Whether you are seeking a rejuvenating retreat or an adventure-filled beach holiday, Birkenhead 
House is the ideal destination. 
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Accommodations & Lodging

Franschhoek | La Residence
La Residence is surrounded by vineyards and plum orchards, with a spectacular mountain backdrop, breath-
taking views of the undulating countryside and an atmosphere of complete tranquility. Step into the Great Hall 
and be transported to a world of exquisite beauty, opulence and grandeur in this luxury Franschhoek hotel. 
Glittering Indian chandeliers hang from the vaulted ceiling, original artwork and huge mirrors grace the walls, 
while the furnishings of Liz Biden are plush, colorful and stylish. Elegant antiques and exquisite flowers create 
a feeling of refinement and sophistication. The 11 Suites at the hotel are ideal for couples while the 5 
Vineyard Suites offer privacy and space for families and groups of friends.

Cape Town | The Silo
The Silo Hotel is a magical space towering above the V&A Waterfront surrounded by the natural wonder of 
South Africa’s Mother City. The Silo is being built in the grain elevator portion of the historic grain silo complex 
occupying six floors above what will become the Zeitz Museum of Contemporary Art Africa (MOCAA). Zeitz 
MOCAA will be a contemporary art museum to rival the likes of the Tate Modern in London, MoMA in New 
York and Museo Nacional del Prado in Madrid. Zeitz MOCAA is a not-for-profit partnership between the V&A 
Waterfront and Jochen Zeitz, whose collection forms the Museum’s founding collection. Zeitz MOCAA will 
open in September 2017. The building has been designed by Thomas Heatherwick, Founder and Principal of 
the London-based Heatherwick Studio. Heatherwick Studio was tasked with the transformation of the elevator 
house and the adjacent storage annex of six rows of seven silos, while carefully retaining its cultural 
significance and creating a building that will be as synonymous with the Cape Town skyline as the Eiffel 
Tower is to Paris.
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Pricing & Inclusions

What Is Included
• VIP Meet & Greet services upon arrival in Johannesburg (JNB)
• Private shuttle flight to Royal Malawane 
• 3-nights @ Royal Malawane in Kruger National Park including meals and game drives
• Shuttle flight from Royal Malawane to Nelspruit
• VIP Meet & Greet services upon arrival in Cape Town (CPT)
• Private transfer to the Birkenhead House
• 2-nights @ Birkenhead House in Hermanus including all meals
• Shark-cage diving & fat biking adventure
• Private transfer from Birkenhead House to La Residence in Franschhoek
• 2-nights @ La Residence in Franschhoek
• Private Adventure: The Grape Escape Winelands Tour
• Private transfer from La Residence to The Silo in Cape Town
• 3-nights @ The Silo in Cape Town
• Full-day Cape Town Urban Exploration + Robben Island Expedition
• Full-day Cape Point & Peninsula Adventure
• Private transfer from The Silo to CPT for your international flight home
• VIP Meet & Greet departure services at Cape Town International Airport (CPT)

What Is Not Included
• International flights to/from South Africa
• Domestic flight from Nelspruit to Cape Town
• Items of a personal nature + souvenirs
• Tips & gratuities for guides / staff
• Travel Insurance – Recommended! 
• Additional expenses not listed above

Price:

Prices vary depending on time of year, group size, length of the trip, accommodation preferences, and more. 
Please contact Nomad Hill to receive a customized quote. 
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Legal Information 
 
Please visit our website to review our current terms and conditions.
 

Contact Information 

Nomad Hill
Email: Travel@NomadHill.com
Toll Free: 888.396.6623
International: +1.646.568.5792


